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** 'Gentlemen, I *un sorry to find tluit some one* Member of this
Body, lias boon so neglectful to the secrets of the Convention as
to drop in the State House a copy of their pioceedings, which
by accident was picked up and delivered to me this Morning. 1
must enheat Gentlemen to be more careful, least our Transac-
tions get into the News Papers, and disturb the public repose
by premature speculations, I know not whoso Paper It is, but
there it is (throwing it down on the table), let him who owns
It take it/ At the same time ho bowed, picket! up his Hal, and
quitted tlic room with a dignity so severe thai eveiy Person
seemed alarmed."
Pierce was extremely alarmed, when he felt in his poeket for
his own copy and found it missing; but the copy on the table
turned out to be in the handwriting of another. "When I went
to rny lodgings in the Indian Queen, ! found tny copy in a coat
pocket which I had pulled off that Morning, It is something
remarkable that no Person ever owned the Paper/* Yet surely
not to be wondered at that no man would admit he had been
careless in a matter on , which they wore unanimously and
scrupulously agreed.
Resolved again into a committee of the whole, the delegates
on May 31 once more took up their exploratory work along the
lines laid down by the Virginia plan, Apparently without debate
or dissent they agreed that the national legislature ought to
consist of two branches. It was known that Franklin preferred
a legislature of a single house, like that of Pennsylvania, but he
did not speak, and the others saw no objection to the dual form
to which Americans had been long accustomed under the British
government and in most of the separate states both before and
after independence.
The next resolution, the fourth in the Virginia plan, was that
"the members of the first branch of the national legislature ought
to be elected by the people of the several States/*
To this there was prompt opposition from New England*
Sherman of Connecticut thought the election should bo by the
state legislatures. The people, he declared, should have "as little*
to do as may be about the Government/* They lacked informa-

